Town of Pomfret Selectboard
Meeting Minutes
June 18, 2025

Present: Benjamin Brickner, John Peters, Steve Chamberlin, Emily Grube

Public:

w

Frank Rogers, Cynthia Hewitt, Doug Tuthill, Mike Rebentisch

Ben called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm.

Agenda Review — Ben moved and Emily seconded deleting and postponing Item 5G (Large

Event Permit Application (WAMBA, August 16-17)) to the July 2 meeting and adding

Temporary Highway Access (Pomfret Road) immediately before Item 51 (Warrants).

Unanimous.

Public Comment - None.

Road Foreman Report — Frank has received one application for Road Crew member

position. Frank prepared and presented a list of scheduled work to be done over the

summer. Art has completed mowing of paved roadsides. Frank continues

grading/ditching. A shipment of culverts was received. Mike Bartlett is waiting for a

deposit before installing the new heater at the town garage (John will facilitate this with

Ellen). The Selectboard reconsidered its June 4 decision to purchase a new equipment

trailer with funds available in the highway equipment reserve fund. Ben moved and John

seconded that the purchase of the new equipment trailer instead be funded from the FY

2025 balance available in the highway operating account. Unanimous.

Items for Discussion or Vote

a. Truck 3 Body Proposals — Steve will prepare and submit information from his
contacts for the Selectboard to review at the July 2 meeting for comparison with the
information previously provided by Viking-Cives.

b.  Town Highway Crack Sealing — Frank is still waiting for bids to arrive. Discussion to
continue at the July 2 meeting. In the meantime, Ben will discuss with Ellen re:
accounting of expenses that cross fiscal years.

c. Right-of-Way Tree Removal RFP - Frank and Ben prepared a Tree Removal Services
request for proposals (RFP) that the Selectboard reviewed and discussed. The
scope of the initial project is 16 hazardous trees already identified and to be
removed within 60 days after the work being awarded. The town will require 48
hours’ notice from the contractor so that affected landowners can be notified in
advance. The work will be limited to Monday through Thursday, 7 am to 4 pm so that
a Road Crew representative is available if needed. Bids will be due at noon on July 2
and the Selectboard anticipates awarding the work at its meeting that evening. Ben
moved and Steve seconded approval of the RFP as revised. Unanimous.

d. Disposition of Old Equipment Trailer — Frank will prepare a description of the trailer
and Ben will post the same on the town website, on the State of Vermont
construction website, and on Vital Communities listserv.

e. Hiring a First Constable — Constable Doug Tuthill feels the town needs a constable
with law enforcement authority (this authority was removed by town vote in 2015;
another town vote would be necessary to reverse that change). Doug introduced
Mike Rebentisch, a recent resident of Pomfret who has Vermont Police Academy
training, currently with the Norwich Police Department, and with prior law



enforcement experience in New York City. Following discussion, the Selectboard
took Mr. Tuthill’s suggestion under advisement.
Dog Licensure and Ordinance Enforcement — Doug has been working informally
with owners to have their delinquent dogs licensed. Those who have not responded
or who still have not licensed their dogs will be issued tickets for violation of the
town’s Dog Ordinance. Fines start at $100 for a first offense and increase for
subsequent offenses. Licensure is required primarily to ensure public health and
safety by verifying rabies vaccinations and facilitating the identification of owned
dogs, which helps with their return if lost.
Construction Contract Legal Review — Ben moved and Steve seconded that SP&F
Attorneys be authorized to prepare a form of construction contract for the Pomfret
slide construction work. Unanimous.
Temporary Highway Access (Pomfret Road) — A new and unpermitted highway
access was created on Pomfret Road in South Pomfret, apparently the purpose of
transporting debris to from the active construction site at the intersection of
Pomfret Road and Stimets Road in Woodstock. John will contact the landowner and
request that a permit application be submitted for consideration at the July 2
meeting.
Warrants — Steve moved and Meg seconded approval for payment of the following
warrants:

25117 $ 45,850.07 A/P
Unanimous.
Approval of June 4 and June 11, 2025 Minutes - John moved and Emily seconded
approval of the June 4 and June 11, 2025 meeting minutes as presented.
Unanimous.

6. Meeting Wrap Up

a.

Correspondence — Emily heard from a Skyline Drive resident about speeding and
snow plow damage to trees along the road; Emily will respond. The Selectboard
heard from a Sharon resident about upkeep of the town-owned cemeteries; Ben
noted that the Selectboard has no formal role in cemetery management but
understood the Cemetery Commission was close to contracting for ongoing
landscape maintenance. An elected auditor asked Ben if the Selectboard would
consider having the town’s financial statements audited as provided in the town’s
Accounting, Auditing, and Financial Reporting Policy & Procedures. Ben will seek an
estimate for this work from the town’s CPA.

Review of Assignments — John to solicit a highway access permit application;
coordinate with Ellen the deposit for Mike Bartlett; cancel Cintas uniform contract.
Ben to coordinate with SP&F on preparation of a construction contract; check with
Preston regarding zoning issues; discuss with Ellen accounting of expenses that
straddle fiscal years. Emily to communicate with Skyline Drive resident. Frank to
send Ben a description of the equipment trailer; Steve to attend the June 20 Pomfret
Road slide site visit; circulate truck body bids before the July 2 meeting.

Agenda for Next Meeting — Financial Management Questionnaire, Labounty Probate
Documents (summary of account; motion to allow), Large Event Permit Application
(WAMBA, August 16-17), Application for a Permit to Hold an Event on Public Streets
(WAMBA, August 16-17), Truck 3 Body Proposals, Schedule Road Crew Members
Interviews, Town Highway Crack Sealing, Temporary Highway Access Permit



7.

Application (Pomfret Road), FY 2026 Cost of Living Adjustment, Auditing Town
Financial Statements.
Adjournment - Steve moved and John seconded that the meeting be adjourned.
Unanimous. The meeting was adjourned at 8:57 pm.



