
Town of Pomfret 
Selectboard Meeting Agenda 

Town Offices 
5218 Pomfret Road, North Pomfret 05053 

June 7, 2023, 7:00 pm 
 
See https://pomfretvt.us/index.php/boar/sel/ for Zoom instructions 

 

Business Items  

1. Call to Order 7:00 pm 

2. Agenda Review  

3. Public Comment  

4. Road Foreman’s Report 7:05 pm 

5. Items for Discussion or Vote 
a. Materials RFP 
b. Fall Foliage Traffic Management 
c. Home Burial Plot (Allen Hill Road) 
d. Large Event Permit (Artistree) 
e. Highway Access Permits 

i. Artistree, seasonal events 
ii. S. Sundstrom, private driveway 

iii. J. Nutter, agricultural access 
iv. J. Nutter, private driveway 

f. Delinquent Tax Matters 
g. Draft Local Hazard Mitigation Plan 
h. Bicycle and Pedestrian Program Grant 
i. Grand List Extension Request 
j. Appointments 
k. Warrants 
l. Approval of Minutes 

i. May 20, 2023 Special Town Meeting 
ii. May 25, 2023 Special Selectboard Meeting 

7:30 pm 

6. Meeting Wrap Up 
a. Correspondence 
b. Review of Assignments 
c. Agenda for Next Meeting 

 

7. Executive Session – Contracts  

8. Items for Discussion or Vote 
a. Law Enforcement Services Contract (Windsor County Sheriff) 
b. The Prosper Valley School Use Agreement Extension 

 

9. Adjournment  
Time frames are approximate. Members of the public wishing to attend for 
specific business items are encouraged to arrive before the time indicated. 
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TO:	 Director of Property Valuation & Review
	 Vermont Department of Taxes
	 133 State Street
	 Montpelier, VT  05633-1401

Dear Director,

The listers of the Town of ___________________________ request a _____ day extension under 32 V.S.A, section 4342.

Sincerely,

_________________________________________________
PRINT Name of Chair of Selectboard/Alderman

_________________________________________________	 __________________________
Signature of Chair of Selectboard/Alderman		  Date

Email completed form to tax.pvr@vermont.gov or mail to the address above.

Form PVR-4342
Page 1 of 1

06/22

Form PVR-4342
GRAND LIST EXTENSION REQUEST

32 V.S.A. § 4342. Extensions by the Director 
On written application  therefor made by the listers or assessors of any town, with the approval of the selectboard of the town 
or mayor of the city, the several dates fixed by law and extended by section 4341 of this title or the charter of any municipal 
corporation, on or before which certain acts must be done relating to duties of listers and assessors, may be further extended by the 
Director and such extensions shall be in writing.

Courtesy of the Vermont Department of Taxes

Name of Town			   Name of Contact Person

Mailing Address			   Phone Number

City	 State	 ZIP Code	 Email Address



POMFRET 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

Saturday, May 20, 2023 

Moderator Kevin Geiger called the meeting to order at 9:07am. He 65 registered voters were present.  The 
Moderator explained that the meeting was being recorded and also broadcast live as a Zoom webinar where folks 
could listen in but not participate or vote. 

Discussion of the articles centered around two contrasting themes: the preservation of tradition with in-person 
Town Meeting vs. the accessibility that Australian balloting provides for all voters. Several people spoke to the 
loss of direct democracy by no longer being able to nominate candidates from the floor, while others liked the 
idea that candidates had to declare their intentions in advance of the voting. The general consensus was that even 
those who were in favor of Australian balloting were lamenting the loss of the social in-person meeting tradition. 
More concern was centered around being able to make amendments from the floor in an in-person meeting, which 
would be lost to Australian balloting, as no changes could be made once the articles were set. The suggestion of 
replacing traditional Town Meeting with other community-wide events was popular. 

Article 1: Shall Pomfret elect its town officers by Australian ballot pursuant to 17 V.S.A. 2680(b)? 

Moved by Jim Robinson and 2nd by Alan Graham. Voice vote was inconclusive and Kevin Geiger asked 
for a division of the house to determine the result. Approximately 40 44 stood for AYE, and 
approximately 20 19 stood for NAY, the article passed. 

Article 2: Shall Pomfret adopt all budget articles by Australian ballot pursuant to 17 V.S.A. 2680(c)? 

Moved by Anne Bower and 2nd by Cathy Peters. Kevin Rice proposed the following amendment, 2nd by 
Gordon Modarai, that Article 2 read as follows: “Shall Pomfret adopt all budget articles by Australian 
ballot pursuant to 17 V.S.A. 2680(c) following an informational meeting by the Selectboard that 
occurs before the warning is finalized?” The amendment passed by voice vote. The amended article 
passed by voice vote. 

Article 3: Shall Pomfret vote on all public questions by Australian ballot pursuant to 17 V.S.A. 2680(d)? 

Moved by Cathy Peters and 2nd by Kris Graham. The article passed by voice vote. 

Article 4: Shall Pomfret change the date of its annual town meeting to the third day preceding the first Tuesday in 
March pursuant to 17 V.S.A. 2640(b)? 

Moved by Cathy Peters and 2nd by Alan Graham. Due to the changes that had already taken place in 
Articles 1-3, the general consensus was that Article 4 was moot. The article was defeated by voice vote. 

Bill Emmons motioned to adjourn at 11:37am. The motion passed by voice vote. 

Respectfully submitted, 

  
Rebecca Fielder, Town Clerk 

Minutes approved by 
the Pomfret Selectboard:  Date: 

    
John R. Peters Jr., Chair 

    
Benjamin Brickner, Vice-Chair 

    
Steve Chamberlin 

    
Meg Emmons 

    
Emily Grube 
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Town of Pomfret Selectboard 
Draft Special Meeting Minutes 
May 25, 2023 
 
Present:  John Peters, Benjamin Brickner, Meg Emmons, Emily Grube 
 
Public:  Betsy Rhodes (Library Trustee), Cathy Emmons, Bailey Markwell 
 

1. John called the meeting to order at 7:02 pm. 
2. Agenda Review – Emily added Town Hall well cover. 
3. Public Comment – Betsy Rhodes asked about the planned Bicycle and Pedestrian 

Program grant application and paving of Library Street.  Ben noted that in order to meet 
the grant application deadline of June 9, the application itself will describe projects 
generally, with details to be finalized if funding is awarded.  The work likely will entail 
road striping and sidewalks.  The Library will be consulted on any projects impacting its 
property.  The Selectboard intends to include the Stage Road/Library Street intersection 
with the Stage Road paving work that may occur later this year. 

4. Items for Discussion or Vote 
a. Festival Permit Application (Abracadabra Coffee) – Ben moved and Meg seconded 

approval of the application as presented.  Unanimous (Steve absent). 
b. TPVS Use Agreement Extension Attorney/Client Waiver – Ben moved and Meg 

seconded approval of the conflict waiver and authorizing Ben to sign it.  Unanimous 
(Steve absent). 

c. Brookfield Generator Service Agreement – Ben moved and Emily seconded approval 
of the amended Brookfield Generator Service Agreement, electing Program 1 (single 
annual service).  Unanimous (Steve absent). 

d. Town Hall Well Cover – The well cover at the Town Hall is deteriorating.  Emily 
moved and Ben seconded that Jim be authorized to purchase a standard 4-foot well 
cover and install it, using the loader.  Unanimous (Steve absent). 

e. Warrants – Ben moved and Meg seconded approval for payment of the following 
warrant: 
23119 $1,979.65 A/P 
Unanimous (Steve absent). 

f. Approval of Minutes – Ben moved and Meg seconded approval of the May 17, 2023 
regular Selectboard meeting minutes.  Unanimous (Steve absent).  Ben moved and 
Meg seconded approval of the May 20, 2023 Special Town Meeting minutes as 
amended.  3 in favor, zero opposed (Emily abstained; Steve absent).  Motion carried. 

5. Meeting Wrap-Up 
a. Correspondence – None. 
b. Review of Assignments – John contact Ellen to pay the Brookfield service contract; 

Meg to work on the Bicycle and Pedestrian Grant Program application with Ben; Ben 
to work on the Bicycle and Pedestrian Grant Program application with Meg; revert to 
Stitzel Page re conflict waiver. 

c. Agenda for Next Meeting (June 7, 2023) – Tax liens and payment plans, draft LHMP 
review, Bicycle and Pedestrian Grant, Sundstrom Highway Access Permit, ArtisTree 
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Event Permit and Highway Access Permit, possible Planning Commission 
appointment. 

6. Adjournment – Ben moved and John seconded that the meeting be adjourned.  
Unanimous.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:43 pm. 
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Date: June 2, 2023 
To: Pomfret Selectboard Members 
From:  Betsy Rhodes, Abbott Memorial Library Trustee 
Re:  Abbott Library proposed interim changes to parking area & Library Street/Stage Road intersection 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
On behalf of the Abbott Memorial Library trustees and staff, I am following up on my previous conversations 
with you about the Library Street/Stage Road intersection and the Library’s proposed changes to its parking lot 
to improve pedestrian, bicycle, and traffic safety in the area. I would appreciate your consideration of the 
following proposal and the opportunity to speak with you about it at an upcoming Selectboard meeting, 
preferably the next one on June 7th if there’s room on the agenda. 
 
We understand that there will be significant changes made to Library Street if the funds are secured to 
implement Stage 1 of the South Pomfret Scoping Study Preferred Alternative (the Alternative). However, at the 
earliest, it will likely be a year or two before any of this work is completed. For the safety of everyone in the 
area and to help keep our parking lot from eroding into the brook in the meantime, we would like to take the 
following steps to move traffic away from the Library’s parking lot once the pothole at the intersection of 
Library Street and Stage Road is repaired. Thank you again for making that a priority this year, regardless of 
whether a grant is received to implement Stage 1 of the Alternative! 
 
Once the pothole is repaired and traffic has use of the entire intersection, we would like to propose the 
following changes, which are roughly illustrated in the before and after photos on page 3 of this memo: 
 
1) Reduce the width of the Library Street/Stage Road intersection and move the edge of the road away from 

the Library parking lot.  
 
Library Street is approximately 55’ wide where it intersects with Stage Road. At this widest point, starting at 
the Stage Road bridge, we propose painting a white line to mark the edge of the road beginning 7’ away 
from the guardrail that curves off of the bridge into the Library parking lot. Although the width of the 
intersection would be reduced, each lane would still be a little over twice as wide as the 11’ required, 
leaving room for oversized vehicles to navigate the turns, which also is imperative for everyone’s safety.  
 
From that widest point next to the guardrail, the distance between the white line and the edge of the 
pavement would gradually reduce to 6’ by the time it is opposite the center of the Library’s front walkway 
on the other side of the street. From there, the distance between the white line and the edge of the 
pavement would gradually reduce to 0’ by the time it is opposite the southbound “stop ahead” sign, 
because the width of Library Street is only 14’ 9” at this point, so there is no room to move the existing edge 
of the road away from the brook just north of the parking lot. 
 

2) Add three orange bollards by the Stage Road bridge guardrail, mimicking the ones on the other side of the 
street, not only defining the road but creating a more defined space for pedestrians. 
 
After painting the white line described in Step 1 above, install three orange bollards on the line for the 
length of the guardrail, similar to the ones that were installed on the opposite side of Library Street during 
the renovation of Teago. These bollards have remained in place for the last three years and successfully 
narrowed the lane on the west side of the street. We believe installing additional bollards by the guardrail 
would do the same on the east side. Vehicles would not be able to cut the corner the way they do now 
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without hitting the bollards. So, traffic would be moved away from the parking lot. A defined space for 
pedestrians to walk also would be created between the guardrail and the bollards, increasing safety. 

 
3) Resurface the parking lot, probably only with hardpack, since paving might happen if the grant to do 

Stage #1 of the Alternative is received. 
 
We are down to dirt in most areas of the parking lot and the road has become higher over the years with 
repaving. So, we would like to raise the level of the parking lot to meet the paved road in order to reduce 
the considerable drop between the two surfaces and help spread out runoff. We also would like to have the 
edge of the parking lot stop as many feet as possible away from the brook, to create a buffer between the 
parking lot and the brook while still allowing enough room for vehicles to park. In some places, this will 
hardly be a foot or two while in others it will be several feet. The aim is to keep vehicles from pulling up to 
the edge of the brook, because sections of the bank are starting to erode, and the wear and tear of vehicles 
pulling so far forward is making the problem worse. We don’t want the bank to give way and have the 
parking lot and/or a vehicle fall into the brook. 

 
4) Place some kind of parking barriers, maybe just logs or railroad ties, between the edge of the parking lot 

and the brook.   
 
Parking barriers of some sort would help stop vehicles from pulling up too close to the edge of the brook, 
which is contributing to the erosion problem. Depending on what we use, individual parking barriers also 
would help define parking spaces, which could increase safety for everyone in the area. 
 

5) Consider painting center lines on Library Street, at least in front of the Library and the parking lot, but 
ideally the entire length between the intersection with Stage Road to the intersection with Pomfret Road. 
 
Unexpected maneuvers would be reduced and everyone’s safety improved if the traffic lanes on Library 
Street were clearly defined and people could easily see where vehicles are supposed to travel.  

 
I appreciate your consideration and look forward to discussing these proposed changes with you at an 
upcoming Selectboard meeting, preferably the next one on June 7th if there’s time on the agenda. Otherwise, at 
your earliest convenience. In the meantime, please contact me with any questions, and thank you for your 
ongoing support of Abbott Library! 
 
 
___________________________ 
Betsy Rhodes 
Abbott Memorial Library Trustee 
Phone: (802) 457-1247 
Email: rhodes@sover.net 
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  BEFORE INTERIM CHANGES: Below is the intersection of Library Street and Stage Road as of April 20, 2023. 

AFTER INTERIM CHANGES: Below is the intersection of Library Street and Stage Road with rough illustration of proposed 
changes, including painted white line and added orange bollards to move edge of road away from parking area; parking 
barriers, like railroad ties, to stop people from pulling up too close to the edge of the brook and defining the parking spaces; 
painted center lines to clearly define traffic lanes; plus, resurfacing parking lot with hardpack (not illustrated in this photo). 











 

 

June _____, 2023 

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL 

Windsor Central Unified Union School District 
Board of Directors 
70 Amsden Way 
Woodstock, Vermont 05091 
Attention: Keri Bristow, chair 
 kbristow@wcsu.net 

Re: Extension of Prosper Valley School Use Agreement 

Dear Ms. Bristow: 

Reference is made to that certain Prosper Valley School Use Agreement (the “Agreement”) dated 
June 28, 2018, by and among the TOWN OF POMFRET, a Vermont municipality in the County 
of Windsor and State of Vermont (the “Town”), and the Pomfret Town School District, 
predecessor-in-interest to the WINDSOR CENTRAL UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL 
DISTRICT, a Vermont municipality in the Counties of Windsor and Rutland and State of 
Vermont.  The Agreement was recorded on July 6, 2018 in Book 80, Pages 276-85 of the Town of 
Pomfret Land Records.  Capitalized terms used but not defined herein are defined in the 
Agreement. 

The Town acknowledges and agrees that the Windsor Central Unified Union School District (the 
“District”) is the successor-in-interest to the Pomfret Town School District, and that the District 
has all of the rights and obligations of the Pomfret Town School District under the Agreement. 

Pursuant to Section 1 of the Agreement, the Town wishes to extend the term of the Agreement for 
an additional five (5) years, such that the Agreement will expire on June 28, 2028, unless sooner 
terminated in accordance with its terms.  The District is amenable to the Town’s desired extension 
and agrees to the extension. 

The Town and the District (the “Parties”) agree that the Agreement remains in full force and effect, 
in accordance with its terms, except as expressly modified by this letter agreement.  This letter 
agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the Parties hereto and their respective 
successors and permitted assigns.  This letter agreement may be executed in multiple counterparts, 
each of which shall be deemed an original but all of which together shall constitute one and the 
same instrument.  Either Party may record this letter agreement in the Town of Pomfret Land 
Records without further consent of the other Party. 

Kindly indicate your agreement with the foregoing by countersigning below. 

[Remainder of page intentionally blank.  Signature page(s) follow.] 
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Very truly yours, 

TOWN OF POMFRET 

By:    
 Name: John Peters Jr. 
 Title: Selectboard Chair and Duly 
  Authorized Agent 

AGREED this _____ day of June, 2023 

WINDSOR CENTRAL UNIFIED 
UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT 

By:    
 Name: Keri Bristow 
 Title: Board Chair and Duly 
  Authorized Agent 

STATE OF VERMONT ) 
COUNTY OF WINDSOR ) Ss. 

At Pomfret, Vermont, this _____ day of June, 2023, personally appeared John Peters Jr., 
Selectboard Chair and Duly Authorized Agent of the TOWN OF POMFRET, and he 
acknowledged this instrument, by him subscribed, to be his free act and deed and the free act and 
deed of the TOWN OF POMFRET. 

Before me,   
 Notary Public 
 My commission expires:  __________ 

STATE OF VERMONT ) 
COUNTY OF WINDSOR ) Ss. 

At Woodstock, Vermont, this _____ day of June, 2023, personally appeared Keri Bristow, Board 
Chair and Duly Authorized Agent of the WINDSOR CENTRAL UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL 
DISTRICT, and she acknowledged this instrument, by her subscribed, to be her free act and deed 
and the free act and deed of the WINDSOR CENTRAL UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL 
DISTRICT. 

Before me,   
 Notary Public 
 My commission expires:  __________ 



2 

Very truly yours, 

TOWN OF POMFRET 

By:    
 Name: John Peters Jr. 
 Title: Selectboard Chair and Duly 
  Authorized Agent 

AGREED this _____ day of June, 2023 

WINDSOR CENTRAL UNIFIED 
UNION SCHOOL DISTRICT 

By:    
 Name: Keri Bristow 
 Title: Board Chair and Duly 
  Authorized Agent 

STATE OF VERMONT ) 
COUNTY OF WINDSOR ) Ss. 

At Pomfret, Vermont, this _____ day of June, 2023, personally appeared John Peters Jr., 
Selectboard Chair and Duly Authorized Agent of the TOWN OF POMFRET, and he 
acknowledged this instrument, by him subscribed, to be his free act and deed and the free act and 
deed of the TOWN OF POMFRET. 

Before me,   
 Notary Public 
 My commission expires:  __________ 

STATE OF VERMONT ) 
COUNTY OF WINDSOR ) Ss. 

At Woodstock, Vermont, this _____ day of June, 2023, personally appeared Keri Bristow, Board 
Chair and Duly Authorized Agent of the WINDSOR CENTRAL UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL 
DISTRICT, and she acknowledged this instrument, by her subscribed, to be her free act and deed 
and the free act and deed of the WINDSOR CENTRAL UNIFIED UNION SCHOOL 
DISTRICT. 

Before me,   
 Notary Public 
 My commission expires:  __________ 
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