
Town of Pomfret
5218 Pomfret Road

North Pomfret, VT 05053
 Agenda for November 5, 2014 Selectboard Meeting

to be held at 7:00pm at the Town Offices
 1. Call to Order

 
 2. Review of Agenda  

 
 3. Public Comment

 4.  Dog ordinance comments  (See attached)
 

 5. Treasurer’s Report 
(a) Review and action on warrants for payment (See attached)
(b) Distribution of Scott Harrington Road Fund  

 6. Road Foreman's Report
(a) Update on activities

 i. General update 
 ii. Filling in edges along paved roads
 iii. Cracksealing
 iv. Wayne Hook of Hook Construction
 v. Culvert replacement at 7090 Pomfret Road 
 vi. Barber Hill Road Bridge 
 vii. Repair of Bridge #16 on Pomfret Road over Mill Brook 
 viii. Record-keeping computer program

 7. Unfinished Business
(a) Budget process (See attached)
(b) Emergency Services antenna/repeater 

 i.  Update 
 ii. Upgrade for municipal radios (See attached)

(c) Constable training costs 
(d) Sheriff traffic enforcement (See attached)
(e) Snowplowing bids for Pomfret School 
(f) Selectboard Assistant 
(g) Health insurance for town employees and officials  (See attached)

 8. New Business
(a) Discuss process to review speed limits and traffic safety on Pomfret Road and Stage Road
(b) Consider letter regarding conservation easement of Chase's field  (See attached)
(c) Review Correspondence 

 9. Other Business 
 

 10.  Minutes of prior meetings
  

 11. Public Comment
 

 12. Adjournment 



11/3/2014 New Dog Ordinance - Michael Reese
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New Dog Ordinance

Dear Pomfret Select Board Members,
 
Just read the recently adopted dog ordinance for Pomfret.  I have a concern about section 3(E), definition of
“Vicious dog” and would ask the board to consider these points:
 
1.) The portion of the definition -  “or causes any person to reasonably fear attack or bodily injury from such animal”
- is overly broad and sweeps in to the definition dogs that may simply bark at strangers at the end of one’s
driveway.  I recently had an experience with my dog where a hiker passed by the house.  My dog, as he usually
does, ran out to the end of the driveway and barked at the woman.  Typical dog behavior.  The woman was terrified
and started jabbing her hiking poles at my dog and I tried to calm her down as I walked to the end of the driveway. 
She did not relent and flagged down a car rode away.  I truly do understand some people’s fear of dogs, but this was
a horrendous overreaction, but by the new ordinances definition, my dog would be “vicious.”  This cannot be a
correction conclusion.
 
“Dangerous” or “vicious” is usually a finding and Pomfret’s definition would have a dog labeled as “vicous” before
there’s ever an investigation that the dog is in fact “vicious.”  Moreover, the definition leaves out an important legal
ingredient which is the dog owner’s knowledge of the dog’s propensity to bite.  I’ve looked at a number of different
town ordinances in Vermont and they are generally and equally terrible.  Please do not follow the herd on this one. 
Of all the towns I surveyed, Waitsfield looked to be the most coherent
(http://www.waitsfieldvt.us/regs/dog_ordinance.cfm).  Finally, I urge you to consider the ASPCA’s guidelines –
“Dangerous dog laws should be narrowly drawn to define dangerous dogs as those who have either attacked a
person or another animal without justification, causing injury or death, or those who exhibit behavior that strongly
suggests the risk of such an attack” (https://www.aspca.org/about-us/aspca-policy-and-position-
statements/position-statement-on-dangerous-dog-laws).  This last part of the ASPCA’s guidance certainly speaks to
dog owner knowledge and patterns of past behavior, not insolated incidents.
 
2.) Trespass should not be part of the definition.  If a dog is “vicious” then trespassing does not change the
viciousness of the dog.  Trespass is simply a defense to a violation and it should be framed as a defense rather than
unnecessarily embedded in the definition of “vicious” dog.
 
3.) The attack on other domestic animals clause is too narrow because it only applies when a dog is running at large;
it does not include instances where a dog attacks another domestic animal while under the dog owner’s
supervision.  I’ve seen it happen at the dog park in West Hartford where less conscientious dog owners bring dogs
into the park that attack other dogs.  We sort it out amongst ourselves, but outside of a dog park I imagine it could
be a problem.
 
Scott

Scott Woodward <scott@forestandwater.com>
Tue 10/7/2014 3:39 AM

Inbox

To:Mark Warner <Mark.Warner@pomfretvt.us>; Michael Reese <Michael.Reese@pomfretvt.us>; Phil Dechert
<Phil.Dechert@pomfretvt.us>;

http://www.waitsfieldvt.us/regs/dog_ordinance.cfm
https://www.aspca.org/about-us/aspca-policy-and-position-statements/position-statement-on-dangerous-dog-laws






Pomfret Budget Schedule FY15-16 (Rough Draft) 10/29/14

2014

Special Meeting October 29  Work Sheets w/ actuals 2013, 2014- 6 month, Budget & YTD FY14-15 
October 29 Policy & Guidelines Capital Schedules, Reserve Funds, 

Regular Meeting November 5 Budget Worksheets Submitted from Departments

Work Session November 19 Meet W/ Highway

Work Session December 3 Meet w/ Emergency Services

Work Session December 17 Meet w/ Listers, etc

2015

Public Hearing January 6, 

Adopt Budget January 20

Town Meeting March 3

Budget Policy:

1. The budget guidelines for preparing your FY16 budget are no change in the current level of services and a goal of no increase in your 
FY16 budget over your FY15 budget and at the same time continuing to look for ways to reduce costs.

2. For any increase in a line item, please provide a written explanation of the increase and why it is necessary to maintain the current level 
of services.

3. Budget proposals, revenue estimates and supporting information are due to SB??? by no later than Monday, November 3, 2014. 

4. If your budget includes a Reserve (Designated) Fund; include the proposed FY16 appropriation, detailed actual and/or proposed 
expenditures for FY11 through FY15 and proposed expenditures, with details, for FY16 through FY21.



10/22/2014 Installation of 2nd PL code for municipal radios - Michael Reese
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Installation of 2nd PL code for municipal radios

Gentlemen – the attached quote is to install the 2nd PL code in the existing repeater, replace the antenna (already
removed from the pole at the town office awaiting installation at the repeater, and reprogramming of the Highway
Department radios.  $1,819.

We will also need to install 6 deep cycle batteries and the appropriate charging system for those batteries at the top
of the hill in the existing repeater shed.  This will be to replace the 6 year old battery on the hill now that is well past
its expected life cycle.  I believe Art had pricing on the batteries.

The Fire Department and Fast Squad radios were not included in the reprogramming at this stage as there are
ongoing talks with Woodstock and Bridgewater that may impact current dispatching frequencies. In all probability,
this would require a realignment (reprogramming) of exiting Fire Department, Fast Squad, Highway Department,
and Emergency Management radio’s.   

As the Highway Department radio repeater is crucial to the operation of the plows during the winter, I felt it
appropriate to concentrate on them first.   If the Highway Department needs the Fire Department or vice-versa,
then they can switch to the existing Fire Department repeater channel and talk direct either Fire Department, Fast
Squad or Woodstock dispatch as well as the town office.

 

Regards,

Mark C. Warner
Pomfret Selectboard Chair/EMC
Chair, LEPC #12
5218 Pomfret Road
North Pomfret, VT  05053

Phone:  (802) 457-3861
Cell:      (802) 233-4534

Mark.Warner@PomfretVT.us
www.PomfretVT.us
www.EveryoneGoesHome.com
Please note that any response or reply to this electronic message may be subject to disclosure as
a public record under the Vermont Public Records Act.
 

Mark Warner
Tue 10/21/2014 10:12 PM

Inbox

To:Art Lewin <Art.Lewin@pomfretvt.us>; Phil Dechert <Phil.Dechert@pomfretvt.us>; Michael Reese
<Michael.Reese@pomfretvt.us>; 'Kevin Rice ' <kricevt@gmail.com>;

 1 attachment

20140926 Wells Repeater - convert PL code.pdf;

mailto:Mark.Warner@PomfretVT.us
http://www.pomfretvt.us/
http://www.everyonegoeshome.com/
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Michael Reese
Bills from Windsor County Sheriff













October 30, 2014

Sara Cavin
Conservation Project Manager
Upper Valley Land Trust
19 Buck Road
Hanover, NH 03755

RE: Chase Field Conservation Project

Dear Ms. Cavin,

On behalf of the Selectboard of the Town of Pomfret, I am writing to confirm that the planned 
conservation project to conserve the so-called “Chase Field” on Pomfret Road and Hewitt Hill Road, does
comply with the current Pomfret Town Plan, adopted November 21, 2007. The Selectboard would also 
like to express its support for this conservation project.  This Chase property is a key part of the 
agricultural landscape in Pomfret and should be preserved for future generations. 

Sincerely,

_________________________________
For the Pomfret Select Board


